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Regional District of Mt. Waddington 

Box 729, 2044 McNeill Road 

Port McNeill, BC  V0N 2R0 

 

Attention: Council 

 

July 7, 2020 

 

Dear Council of the Regional District of Mt. Waddington; 

 

I write regarding the Places of Refuge (POR) initiative under the Government of 

Canada’s Oceans Protection Plan. In 2019, we worked with the Regional District of Mt. 

Waddington among others in the Queen Charlotte Straight region to establish marine 

locations where ships in need of assistance can take action to stabilize their condition 

while protecting human life and the environment.  

 

We wish to share with you the finalized Queen Charlotte Strait Annex (“the Annex”) to 

Transport Canada’s Pacific Region Places of Refuge Plan, which was developed in 

collaboration with the Regional District of Mt. Waddington, First Nations and coastal 

communities located around the Queen Charlotte Strait during two workshops, bilateral 

meetings, teleconferences and written correspondence. Input from First Nations and 

coastal communities regarding cultural, ecological, historical and safety factors dictated 

which sites would be considered, and which sites would be discarded. As a result of this 

feedback, participants collectively agreed to remove two potential PORs from 

consideration, and to bring forward the remaining sites for inclusion in the Annex to 

Transport Canada’s Pacific Region POR Plan. 

 

In December 2019, we circulated a draft of the Annex to everyone involved to review 

and provide any final comments. Based on input received during the review period, we 

removed Shadwell Anchorage from consideration.  One further site, the Orca Sand and 

Gravel jetty, raised issues that cannot be resolved in the near term, and has been 

removed so as not to further delay publishing of the Annex.   The selected sites are 

Hardy Bay Anchorage, Taylor Bank Anchorage, West Malcolm Island Anchorage 

and Trinity Bay.  

 

Please find enclosed the Annex for the Queen Charlotte Strait. As always, if you have 

questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact Sinead Deery by e-mail 

(sinead.deery@tc.gc.ca) or phone (604-340-9532). 

 

Thank you for your commitment to collaborating with us on the Places of Refuge 

Initiative. Your organization’s contributions were critical to the creation of the Annex 

for the Queen Charlotte Strait and our project was made stronger thanks to your work. 

We look forward to opportunities to collaborate with you in the future.  

 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Your file         Votre référence 
 

Our file          Notre référence 

RDIMS #16618049  
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Captain David Kyle, 

Places of Refuge Initiative Lead, Oceans Protection Plan 

 

 

 

Regards, 

 

 
Captain David Kyle,  

Places of Refuge Initiative Lead, 

Oceans Protection Plan 

 

 

cc: Cecilia Lei, Director of Engagement, Transport Canada 

 

 

Enclosure (1) 
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July 31, 2020 
File No. 5330-20 

0400-20 
Email:  premier@gov.bc.ca 

Premier John Horgan 
Box 9041 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, BC   V8W 9E1 
 
 
Dear Premier Horgan, 
 
 
Reference: BC Utilities Commission’s Approval of BC Hydro’s Application to Amend the Net 

Metering Service under Rate Schedule 1289 
 
 
This letter is in response to the British Columbia Utilities Commission’s (BCUC) decision on the approval 
of BC Hydro’s application to amend the net metering service rate.  The Clean BC Initiative identifies a 
change towards using cleaner energy to the greatest extent possible with a target year of 2030 although 
this decision contradicts the plan.  A few short years ago BC Hydro worked with the City of Fort St. John 
to allow for the construction of an innovative clean energy source, this decision now effectively stops 
any further investment in, or development of, new alternate energy sources.    
 
The energy price currently paid to existing customers in accordance with the previous rate schedule was 
9.99 cents per kWh.  The BCUC approved BC Hydro to use a revised amount that will be calculated each 
January starting in 2025 that will be based on the daily average Mid-C prices for the previous calendar 
year.  BC Hydro indicated in their submission to the BCUC that the average Mid-C amount for hydro 
generation would be 4.16 per kWh based on 2018 consumption numbers which is a decrease of 5.83 
cents.  It is acknowledged that the BCUC provided a five-year Transition Energy Price that will terminate 
in 2024 as part of this rate amendment and this transition period is appreciated.  Although, this may 
dissuade other local governments to undertake clean energy initiatives in the future since cash strapped 
municipalities may not be able to justify the capital and operating cost incurred in comparison to any 
revenue that may be generated or cost savings realized.  As it now stands for the City of Fort St. John, 
the revenue that our micro-hydro station will generate in the future will barely cover the annual 
operating costs let alone recover the cost of constructing this clean energy station.  
 
BC Hydro stated in its submissions to the BCUC that the “vast majority of customers in the Net Metering 
Program in fiscal 2018 (1,044 or 80%) received no Surplus Energy Payment and of the 256 customers 
who received a Surplus Energy Payment, 215 or 84% receive a payment of less than $500.”  Additionally, 
BC Hydro indicated “Overall, this means that the majority of customers are not materially impacted by 
an update to the Energy Price as they are likely to receive minimal Surplus Energy Payments or none at 
all.”  In one of the City’s submissions to the BCUC, the City asked what the value of payments were for 
the 16% of customers who would have received over $500.  This question remains unanswered.  
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July 31, 2020 Letter to Premier Horgan  Page 2 
BCUC Decision 

One of City Council’s strategic goals is the implementation of policies/programs that will provide long 
term financial sustainability for the City moving into the future.  The City was successful in obtaining a 
federal grant for the construction of a micro hydro project at the City’s south lagoons in 2013.  Since the 
micro hydro project was completed, the following revenue amounts were received: 

2016  $66,304.68 
2017  $65,655.49 
2018  $58,085.40 
2019  $57,094.60 
TOTAL               $247,140.17 

 
One of the criteria Council considered as part of this proposed project was based on the premise that 
this would be a revenue source for the City and the revenue received would partially offset operating 
costs incurred.  It is acknowledged that BC Hydro indicated that this program’s intention was never to 
purchase energy from a supplier and was initiated as a load offsetting program rather than a means of 
securing additional power supply.  It should be noted that this information was not conveyed to the City 
by BC Hydro when City staff were considering this project as part of the draft capital budget to present 
to Council. 
 
The City has no objections to BC Hydro’s clarified stance on the net metering program – if – BC Hydro 
implements the BCUC panel’s suggestions by 2025: 

• Net metered hydroelectric plants be treated differently from other types of net metered 
installation since: 

o  these plants generate the largest excess generation thus may have some capacity value 
to BC Hydro, and  

o these projects require large capital to construct the infrastructure in comparison to 
other net metering generators. 

The City’s micro hydro facility provides consistent energy generation thus should be considered 
as a reliable energy supplier to BC Hydro. 

• Establish a virtual new metering program that will allow the City to offset the additional load 
generated from its micro hydro facility to all of its meters.  The net metering program’s criteria 
is that the energy generated is offset by the meters associated to the infrastructure.  The City’s 
micro hydro facility has two meters associated with it although overall, the City has a total of 63 
different meters.  The two meters make up less than 6% (net) of the overall energy used for 
City’s operations. 

 
BC Hydro’s responses regarding this application has raised additional questions.  Within the decision, 
“The Panel acknowledges BC Hydro’s evaluation that it presently has a surplus supply of electricity and 
this is expected to be the case until at least 2030”.  This directly contradicts the Provincial Government’s 
Clean BC quote:  “Specifically by 2030, the policies in this strategy will require an additional 4,000 
gigawatt-hours of electricity over and above the currently projected demand growth to electrify key 
segments of our economy.”  Which statement is correct? 
 
City Council would greatly appreciate receiving the Province’s reply to the questions indicated above 
and confirmation as to if the Province is going to mandate BC Hydro to include BCUC’s 
recommendations into their upcoming internal review. 
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July 31, 2020 Letter to Premier Horgan  Page 3 
BCUC Decision 

Yours truly, 

 
 
Lori Ackerman 
Mayor 
 
 
cc   Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources 

Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 
BC Hydro Board Chair  
UBCM member municipalities 
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UBCM Special Committee on Climate Action 
Proposed Recommendations 

DRAFT Report 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
British Columbia local governments can continue to build prosperous, fair, resilient 
communities by capitalizing on the opportunity of low carbon solutions that meet their 
unique context. 
 
We can build communities where: 
• All buildings are comfortable, leverage local resources and are low cost to operate 
• All British Columbians have transportation choices, like an electric personal vehicle 

or public transit, and feel safe moving around the Province 
• Across all sectors, we waste less and, when do create waste, we turn it into a clean 

resource 
• Communities all across the province are safe, secure, and resilient to risks like 

wildfires, floods and extreme weather 
• Residents and businesses are active partners with the local government in ensuring 

the safety of the community and building a vibrant low carbon economy  
• We create opportunities for our local industries to build on their strengths while 

providing new training and employment opportunities as we create demand for 
British Columbia’s innovative, sustainable products 

 
UBCM Climate Committee - Representation, Homework, Debate, and 
Consensus 
 
The technical recommendations to achieve the above community benefits were 
developed through consensus by the Union of British Columbia Municipalities’ (UBCM) 
Special Committee on Climate Action. This expert panel includes locally elected officials 
from all regions of the province supported by staff and expert advisors from NGOs, 
academia, and utilities. 
 
The recommendations provide practical guidance to UBCM members so they can 
quickly design solutions that support their goals, help advance the provincial climate 
action strategy, while informing future UBCM collaboration and advocacy with other 
orders of government, ultimately ensuring that across the province local governments 
have fair access to tools and can choose climate actions for their community.  
 
Implementation – Collaboration and Diversity 
 
The solutions detailed in the following pages were selected because of their potential to 
help communities across BC, from Fort St. John to Tofino, achieve the economic, 
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environmental, social and preparedness benefits outlined in the Province’s CleanBC 
climate and economy plan.   
BC communities already have working examples of most of what needs to be done. We 
have an opportunity to quickly and methodically scale those examples up so that all 
communities have access to both solutions and benefits. We will continue to build on 
these solutions and to be open to innovations, ideas, and practices.   
Done well, we will address the risk of climate change while creating new opportunities for 
our province’s impressive research community, innovative entrepreneurs and well-
trained workforce. 
Done collaboratively, we will achieve our goals of reduced emissions and increased 
resiliency for all BC communities, while simultaneously and strategically creating 
products and services to export to the world. 
 
 
Buildings  

Signature Initiative 

1. UBCM should support a partnership (between the provincial and federal 
governments) to build 100,000 zero emission, wood-constructed new housing units 
that are affordable/local market appropriate, and 500,000 low carbon building 
retrofits (with at least half of those retrofits to be zero emissions) over the next 10 
years, to:  
• jump start climate action (both emissions reductions and resilience) in the 

building sector; 
• support workforce training for zero-carbon construction;  
• stimulate demand for advanced wood construction materials, and;  
• move forward with strong action on housing affordability in our communities. 

 
In this partnership, the federal and provincial governments would create the financing 
and policy framework (for both public and privately financed housing), while local 
governments would ensure there was sufficient appropriately-zoned land to achieve 
the targets. 

Supporting Actions 

2. UBCM should work with the provincial government and member local governments 
to: 
• advocate for the addition of carbon metrics (e.g. GHG’s) to the Energy Step 

Code; and,  
• encourage individual local governments to give adequate notice to building 

industry by choosing levels on the energy efficiency STEP Code as soon as 
possible.  

3. UBCM should advocate for an effective building retrofit incentive program that: 
• is easy for building owners to navigate;  

7



  3 

• ensures retrofit investments achieve maximum reductions in carbon emissions; 
• includes a financing program that matches payments to energy savings; and,  
• works for all income levels. 

4. UBCM should advocate for and participate in the development of a low carbon 
building step retrofit code, which sets standards for low carbon building retrofits. 

 
Work done as part of the retrofit code should consider climate resiliency issues (e.g. 
overheating of buildings in a warming climate), opportunities to produce energy and 
opportunities for local government leadership (like Energy Efficient Step Code). 

 
The code should be designed to be results-based to support innovative solutions. 

 

Transportation  

Signature Initiative 

5. Advocate for (or partner with) the Province and Federal Governments for an 
initiative to build out a world-class Low Carbon Vehicle Charging Network for BC by 
2030, including: 
• 300,000 Level 2 EV home chargers;  
• 50,000 workplace charging units,  
• 30,000 community charging stations for low carbon vehicles (5,000 of would be 

“fast-charging stations”), strategically located throughout the Province, and  
• Retrofitting apartment and condo parking, so that at least 50% of stalls are EV 

ready. 

Supporting Actions 

6. In order to support the creation of a world class Low Carbon Vehicle Charging 
Network, UBCM should advocate that the provincial government: 
• Provide streamlined standards for local governments to reference for electric 

vehicles charging requirements in buildings and parkades; 
• Work in partnership with local governments and homeowner associations on 

enabling Right-to-charge, to allow retrofitting of apartment and condo parkades; 
• Invest in Green Fleet conversions for Local Government and Community Fleets; 
• Invest in widespread industry training and retraining within our communities for 

light, medium and heavy-duty transportation (e.g. Centre’s of Excellence, 
Demonstration Projects in every part of the Province, invest in educational 
institutes, industry transition support); and, 

• Ensure zero emission transportation options are accessible to more households, 
including low income households. 
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7. Local governments should work towards creating an enabling framework for local 
bylaws affecting electric vehicles, including parking polices, that is respectful of 
regional differences, but which still works towards harmonization.  

8. Both local governments and the Provincial government should recognize the need 
for lower carbon fuels, including natural gas and biogas as a transition fuel. 

Waste Management 

Signature Initiative  

9. By 2030, BC communities manage their solid waste and liquid waste as resources, 
maximizing opportunities to generate clean energy (such as renewable natural gas, 
electricity and heat) and continually finding new ways to use what is now considered 
to be waste in the creation of new products. 

Supporting Actions 

10. UBCM should work with the provincial government to enhance producer and 
consumer stewardship measures, in support of the circular economy.  Measures to 
derive value from food products and construction demolition could be particular 
priorities. 

11. UBCM should support the Clean BC target of continued 75 per cent landfill gas 
capture and 95 per cent of organic diversion.  

12. Local governments should collaborate and share best practices on innovative ways 
to reduce GHG’s, by deriving both energy and value from waste products through 
actions such as converting landfill gas, drawing heat from sewerage, creating 
energy from biosolids and utilizing organic waste for purposes such as soil 
enhancement or biogas production. 

13. Local governments should continue to collaborate in order to devise and implement 
innovative, cost-effective solutions to reduce emission from small landfills, such as 
using dried biosolids as a greenhouse gas reducing surface cover. 
 

Resilience 

Signature Initiative 

14. UBCM should work with the Province to ensure that all BC local governments have 
the tools and resources to adopt risk assessments and associated long-term capital 
plans by 2030. 
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Supporting Actions 

15. UBCM should work the Province to ensure that regional climate risk assessments 
are completed. 

16. UBCM should work with the Province to create a framework under which all local 
governments adopt adaptation plans by 2030.  These should address risks identified 
in the regional risk assessment.   

Adaptation plans will vary by community but could include: 
• A local asset management plan and associated long-term capital plan for 

infrastructure resilience:  
• Using land use planning to mitigate exposure to climate-related risks; 
• Identifying actions to increase local food supply; 
• Identifying actions to increase urban tree cover; 
• Identifying actions to increase local energy resilience; 
• Identifying actions to reduce risk from forest fire; 
• Identifying actions to increase social resilience. 

 
Adaptation plans should:  
• be done in consultation with community members; 
• contain appropriate links to mitigation reduction initiatives; 
• include clear action-oriented pathways for local government staff to implement 

in key areas of municipal operations; and,  
• a common results-based reporting framework that provides clear feedback 

information on what is and is not working so quick and effective adjustments can 
be implemented. 

17. UBCM should advocate for a dedicated funding stream to implement adaptation 
plans. 

18. UBCM should advocate that the provincial government ensure the resiliency of 
provincial programs and infrastructure critical to community well-being.  This 
includes critical provincial roads and bridges, emergency management and flood 
containment infrastructure. 

19. UBCM should work with BC Hydro and other energy providers on role of local 
generation and low carbon infrastructure, as part of integrated resource planning 
and implementation. 
 

Governance  

Signature Initiative 

20. UBCM should work with British Columbia to renew the Climate Action Charter 
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through a re-energized Green Communities Committee under section 6 of the 
charter, focused on: 
• joint UBCM/Provincial mitigation efforts to reduce emissions from buildings, 

vehicles and waste;  
• a structure for effective adaptation; 
• recognition of regional diversity and building the future low carbon economy; 
• new decision-making tools for local governments including a clear means of 

determining the effectiveness of potential actions and a framework for 
measuring results.   

 
This should include: 
• up to date valid information on community level emissions; 
• an accepted means of comparing the carbon intensity of alternatives including 

such things as vehicle types (electric, CNG, hydrogen) and transportation 
modes; 

• opt-in tools, following the successful model of the energy step code; 
• targeted additional authority for local governments;  
• best practice guides, toolkits and other resources for local governments. 

 
The newly re-energized Green Communities Committee should work with all orders 
and government and important partners in advancing a renewed Climate Action 
Charter. 
 

Social Mobilization  

Signature Initiative 

21. UBCM should help facilitate with the Province and NGOs a competition to select 10 
different trial communities to engage their citizens on local climate action.  Each 
community would select up to 10 neighborhoods to host up to 10 climate 
champions, each of whom would engage at least 20 households in climate action. 
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Code of Conduct 
 

Long Form Version  

May 7, 2020 
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You are on sensitive First Nations traditional land. Treat this land with respect. 

Disturb nothing, take nothing. 

● Be aware of the rich cultural and heritage values of this site for First Nations. 

● Do not disturb any First Nation cultural material encountered. 

● No harvesting or removal of any animals, plants or inanimate objects (rocks, artifacts, etc.) 

● Adhere to any First Nations protocols for visitors that may be in effect. Protocols will be 

posted at bcmarinetrails.org on the BCMT online map. 

Campfires below high tide line only. No upland wood foraging; use driftwood 

only. Leave no visual evidence of fires. Adhere to fire bans. 

● Always adhere to fire regulations first and foremost, particularly fire bans. 

● The only ecologically friendly campfire is no campfire at all. A significant negative ecological 

impact of campfires is the elimination of woody debris necessary for forest nutrition. Never 

scavenge the upland for firewood. Use driftwood if you must have a campfire, or best 

practice, forego the campfire. 

● A campfire may seem beautiful while burning, but the legacy can be fire pits filled with trash, 

mounds of charcoal, half-burned logs, tree damage and felled trees cut for firewood. Other 

risks are off-site vegetation trampling for wood retrieval, and the threat of forest fires. Best 

practice is to enjoy this beautiful location as is and to not have an open fire. 

● Proper, safe camping stoves used with care are a best practice for food preparation. 

● Moving rocks to create fire rings has significant potential damage to ecologies and First 

Nations values. This type of damage is not always easily apparent. Avoid moving rocks and 

never create fire rings. 

● Fires in the upland camping area will degrade soils and sensitive surfaces as well as the 

campsite location overall by creating permanent scars. If you must have a campfire, have it 

below the current high tide level so the main impact is washed away. 

● Never burn drift logs or large chunks of wood. Never leave partially burned debris. 

● Ensure your campfire is completely extinguished and cold to the touch when you leave or 

before you go to sleep. Campfires buried in sand might be walked upon, leading to severe 

burns. Cover with water until all heat is gone. 

● BCMT is advocating burning only driftwood to avoid impacting forests. Site visitors should be 

aware this comes with significant personal health risks from smoke toxicity. Best practice is 

to forego campfires. 

● Keep fires small and use small amounts of firewood using pieces of wood generally smaller 

than wrist-sized. 

● BCMT asks you to ensure campfire locations are free of debris and clean when done. If there 

is evidence of your fire when you depart, that impact is your legacy. Best practice is to not 

have campfires. 
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If a toilet is unavailable, no human waste should be left on site. Pack out and 

preferably discharge from paddlecraft mid-channel on an ebb tide. 

Alternatively, ensure tidal flush sweeps it out to sea. Use tidal flush only in 

locations where shellfish won't be contaminated.  

[Please note this and other Code elements will be supported by a public education program to be 

unveiled as a later phase in this program.] 

● Pathogens within human waste pose significant health risks and can survive a year or more. 

For this reason, on-site disposal by cat-holes and burying waste on site is not recommended. 

● The only way to completely avoid impacting a site through human waste is by packing it out. 

This is easily done through commercially available products designed for this purpose. BCMT 

urges you to investigate this as an option to avoid grave environmental issues at locations 

where toilets are not available and where the site’s use is above its capacity to naturally deal 

with the volume of human waste. 

● Disposal at sea meets provincial and federal regulations in certain conditions. Collecting 

human waste in suitable containers designed for this purpose means potentially harmful 

shore impact can be avoided. The marine environment is well suited to manage such waste 

in small quantities. Best practice is to dispose of waste mid-channel or open ocean on an ebb 

tide so waste is washed out to sea.  

● If you are adverse to the best practice of packing out waste, use the intertidal area at the 

lowest possible tide. Ensure the beach is subject to a good tidal flush -- or pack it out. Ensure 

the beach substrate is suitable for disposal -- or pack it out.  

● Any digging to dispose of human waste can potentially disturb cultural sites such as First 

Nations middens. Best practice to avoid the impact of digging is to pack it out.  

● Intertidal disposal of human waste has the potential to contaminate shellfish growing areas. 

Ensure no shellfish are in the area or pack it out.  

● Many different methods are now commercially available for packing out human waste. 

These types of methods represent the strongest outdoor ethic and are strongly 

recommended by BCMT. Use plastic-free disposal options when possible. 

Stay to the established campsite area and on established trails to avoid 

trampling sensitive ecologies. 

● Even low levels of trampling can reduce vegetation height, cover, and biomass. Higher levels 

can lead to vegetation loss and significant ecological changes in a location.  

● Sensitive habitats line the coast, from sand dunes to coastal bluffs, that are sensitive to 

trampling and erosion. These should be avoided. 

● Coastal vegetation is a valuable buffer to protect sensitive ecologies. Removing this buffer 

for recreational benefit such as better views can lead to soil erosion and change the 

ecological composition as plants are lost or replaced by more resistant species. Do not 

denude the coastal buffer of shrubs or other essential natural vegetation that protects the 

shore against salt spray. Access sites through designated trails only. 

● If a site plan is in place, ensure your footprint is limited to designated locations. 
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● If no site plan is in place, ensure your footprint is limited only to the extent needed for your 

stay. 

● Ensure site use follows best practices and avoids impacts that will increase a site’s footprint 

such as poor toiletry habits, scavenging for firewood or creating trails. 

Do not dispose of gray water in freshwater or in the upland. Minimize or 

eliminate use of soaps. 

● Environmental damage from gray water is greatest in a terrestrial environment where 

bacteria can flourish. Use the lowest intertidal marine area as best practice for water 

disposal and pack out all solids.  

● Avoid disposing of gray water near streams or lakes. 

● Biodegradable soap does not biodegrade in water. Use only small amounts or avoid using 

when possible. 

● Instead of soap, a washcloth, water and friction can clean any human. 

● Hot water, a scrubbing pad or sand/gravel can clean any dish.  

● Alcohol-based waterless hand sanitizers kill germs without contaminating the environment. 

Maintain regulated distances from marine mammals and avoid disturbance to 

all other wildlife. 

● If you cause an animal to move, you are too close. 

● Minimize your impact on wildlife; abide by wildlife viewing regulations and guidelines. 

Become an expert on them by reading here. 
● Many marine mammals and birds are sensitive to impacts that are not regulated by 

regulations or guidelines. Read the full list of BCMT best practices for species potentially 

harmed by close contact to paddlers [here -- link to BCMT species of interest page to be 

created]. 

● Keep your campsites and picnic sites animal-wise. [Link to animal-wise resource.] 

● BCMT assesses all marine trail sites for endangered species in proximity to marine trail sites, 

both plant and animal. Be active in these assessments by volunteering to undertake one. 

Also, be aware of Site Values that may be imperiled during your visit. Research information 

about the sites you are visiting at bcmarinetrails.org before departing. 

Leave nothing behind after your visit. Leave a site in its natural state and 

modify nothing. 

● Pack it in, pack it out. Inspect your campsite and rest areas for trash or spilled foods. Pack 

out all trash, leftover food and litter. 

● The BCMT goal is sites in a natural, unaltered state with the smallest footprint possible to 

accommodate its use. If no designated camping area exists, choose a beach or sandbar. 

Areas with gravel or small rocks are best. 
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● Other best locations are durable surfaces such as barren rock, barren trampling-resistant 

substrates such as gravelly or sandy shorelines, or dense shade that supports little vegetative 

ground cover. 

● If users follow this Code of Conduct, the site can remain in a natural, unaltered state into the 

future.  

● Be part of the solution. Follow the Code, and undertake a Site Impact Evaluation on behalf of 

BCMT to report back to us on the site’s health. 
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Province bolsters COVID-I9 support for local governments, transit I BC Gov News Page I of 2

e g.C. has declared a state of emergency. Learn about COVID-l!) hcalth issucs. I lì.C].'s x
Rcsnonsc to C:OVID.I9,
British Columbia News

Province bolsters COVID-l9 support for local governments,
transit
https ://news. gov. bc.cal22697
Wednesday, July 22,2020 2:03 PM

Victori¡ - The Province is earmarking up to $l billion of additional spending targeted to address
COVID-19 impacts and restart plans of local governments and public transit services,

conditional on matching federal contributions under a 50/50 cost-sharing criteria.

"British Columbians are depending on government to provide help during the pandemic and build
a resilient, secure future for our provinceon'said Premier John Horgan. ooThat's why I'm pleased
this new funding will secure B.C.'s share of the federal government's $19-billion Safe Restart
program and ensure people have access to the critical services they need in their communities.n'

Transit services are critical fbr a successf'ul restart of the B.C. economy. This funding willhelp
address some of'the revenue shortfblls created by COVID-19 and help ensure that important local
government and transit services remain available throughout BC's Restart Plan.

"To make sure people in B.C. get the maximum support from the national Safe Restart fìrnding
package, we are committing additional funds to support local governments and public transit, both
of which are critical to restarting our economy," said Carole James, Minister of Finance. o'We have
a shared commitment to come together to build back our economy and keep people healthy and
safe. Subsequently, the federal Safe Restart program includes additional funding to support the
Province's efforts in health care, child care and support for vulnerable populations, as well as the
pan-Canadian sick leave program."

The latest commitment by the federal government will help support B.C.'s ongoing efforts to
restart the provincial economy and make it more resilient to possible future waves of the virus.

James introduced supplementary estimates in the legislature for up to $l billion to fund the
Province's portion of municipaland transit services assistance, depending on the outcome of
further tbderal cost-sharing discussions in this priority area.

The federal government has been a reliable partner as the B.C. government has addressed the
impacts of the virus. B.C. will continue to work closely with the federal government to address the
needs of British Columbians.

Learn More:

For information about BC's Restart Plan, visit: http://gov.bc.calrcstartbc

To learn more about the supports and services available for people, businesses and communities
through the pandemic, visit: www.uov.bc ca/(bvid- l9

https://news.gov.bc.calreleases/202OPREM0O38-001352?utm_source=The*Compass+-+... 2020-07-2217
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For the latest medical updates, including case counts, prevention, risks and testing,
visit:@
Or follow @CDCofBC on Twitter.

For the provincial health officer's ordersn notices and guidance, visit: www,gov.bc.calphoguidance

For non-health related information, including frnancial, child care and education supports, travel,
transportation and essential service information, visit: www.gov.bc.calCovid-19
Or call I 888 COVIDI9 (l 888 268-4319) between 7:30 a.m. and 8 p.m. (Pacifïc time), seven days

a week.

Media Contacts

Jen Holmwood
Press Secretary
Deputy Communications Director
Office of the Premier
Jen.Flolmwood@gov. bc.ca
2s0 818-4881

Ministry of Fln¡nce
Media Relations
250 882-6696

https://news.gov.bc.calreleases/2020PR8M0038-001352?utm-source=The+Compassr-*... 2020-07-22
18



From: Trevena.MLA, Claire <Claire.Trevena.MLA@leg.bc.ca>  
Sent: July 24, 2020 10:34 AM 
To: Trevena.MLA, Claire <Claire.Trevena.MLA@leg.bc.ca> 
Subject: Covid-19 update July 24 
 
 
Dear Friend, 
  
As you are aware, the last few days have seen an uptick in new cases of COVID-19. This is not a reason to 
panic, but it is a good reminder that our work to flatten the curve is not done. While we enjoy summer 
and return to some of our favourite activities, we need to heed the advice of Dr. Bonnie Henry:  

• Keep groups and gatherings small, and avoid crowded indoor spaces 

• Maintain 2m (6ft) distance between yourself and those outside your bubble 

• Wash your hands frequently 

• Wear a mask when you can’t maintain physical distance – such as in stores or on transit 

• Stay home and self-isolate whenever you feel sick – even if your symptoms are mild  

Remember that the more people you socialize with, the higher your risk of being exposed to and 
spreading COVID-19. Be responsible and socialize safety. 
  
As our summer legislative session continues, your BC New Democrat government has made a lot of 
progress on planning our economic recovery. We are working to build our economy, and our province, 
back even better than it was before, so that everyone will have the opportunity for a good job and a 
more secure future. But that recovery can only keep moving forward if we all continue to be safe and 
follow Dr. Henry’s advice. 
  
I was very pleased that we were able to announce more support for local governments and transit 
systems. Up to one billion dollars will be available from the Province to match a contribution by the 
federal government. This funding will ensure people can access the important services they need 
throughout our restart and recovery. 
  
This week, we also announced even more new child care spaces across the province, bringing the total 
number of spaces our government has created to 16,800. These spaces will be vital as parents return to 
work or school. 
  
We also announced new funding for search and rescue groups, recognizing the important role they play 
in keeping British Columbians safe. Do remember to be prepared when you enjoy our wonderful North 
Island back country so the great volunteers from SAR do not have to be called out! 
  
I was very pleased that our government, through BC Housing, is partnering with the City of Campbell 
River to build 50 new permanent supportive homes for people experiencing homelessness in the 
community.  This fills a much-needed gap in housing for our community and will provide homes for 
people who will be living at the former Rose Bowl Restaurant, as well as other local people experiencing 
homelessness. Once the supportive housing project is complete and the bridge housing residents have 
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moved in, BC Housing will consult with the community about redeveloping the Rose Bowl site into an 
affordable housing project. 
  
While we are in uncertain and unsettled times, we have accomplished a lot by working together – but 
there is always more to do. 
  
As always, if you have any questions or need any assistance with provincial supports, please reach out. 
My office is currently open via phone and email to support you.  You can reach us at: 250 287-5100, 
1866-387-5100 or Claire.trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca  
  
Best regards,  
  
Claire Trevena, MLA 
North Island  
 
COVID Resources:  

• For medical info, visit bccdc.ca or call 811 
• For provincial supports and BC’s Restart Plan, visit gov.bc.ca/covid19, call 1-888-COVID-19 (1-

888-268-4319) or text 604-630-0300 
• For employer guidelines on returning to work safely, visit WorkSafeBC 
• Take the self-assessment at covid19.thrive.health 
• For seniors looking for additional support, or for those looking to support seniors, call 2-1-1 or 

visit bc211.ca 

20

mailto:Claire.trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation


July 31, 2020 
 
COVID-19 Update 
 
Dear Friend 
  
The pandemic has been a challenging time for parents and kids in B.C.  
  
While adjusting to new routines, figuring out online learning, and missing out on some summer 
activities, our kids have been remarkably resilient. But as we look towards September, it’s clear that 
being in the classroom, having time with their teachers, and getting to play with friends is important for 
students’ mental and emotional wellbeing. And we know parents want to make sure that their children 
and their families stay healthy and safe. 
  
Wednesday we announced a plan to welcome K-12 students back to school in September, and an 
investment of $45.6 million for increased cleaning, hand-hygiene stations, and masks available on 
request in our schools. The safety of students and staff is paramount, which is why we’ve put in place 
strict health and safety measures that were co-developed by public health officials and a steering 
committee that includes teachers, parents, and school support workers. Families can expect to hear 
from their local district throughout the summer about how they will be implementing health and safety 
measures. 
  
As the Province’s safe restart plan continues and use of ferry services increases, we are updating 
ministerial orders under the Emergency Program Act. These new provisions will ensure that medical-
assured loading is protected for people travelling by ferry for medical treatment. BC Ferries will also 
continue to give priority to vehicles carrying essential goods and supplies, and will need to consult the 
Province before changing or varying minimum ferry service levels. 
  
Earlier in the week we announced more support for communities across the province to combat and 
respond to racism. Local organizations were selected to provide services in 40 communities as part of 
the new ResilienceBC network. They will work with the provincial hub organization – the Victoria 
Immigrant and Refugee Centre Society – to identify priorities and work to address systemic and 
institutionalized racism in their communities.  
  
Finally, as we look forward to this upcoming long weekend, a reminder that we cannot afford to take a 
break from following public health guidance. Keeping groups small, washing your hands, and physically 
distancing from people outside your bubble remains incredibly important to slow the spread of COVID-
19. Stick to socializing only with people you know, and remember “bigger spaces, fewer faces”.  
  
As always, if you have any questions or need any assistance with provincial supports, please reach out. 
My office is currently open via phone and email to support you.  You can reach us at: 1 866-387-5100 or 
Claire.trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca 
Sincerely, 
  
Claire Trevena, MLA 
North Island 
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COVID Resources:  
• For medical info, visit covid-19.bccdc.ca or call 811 
• For provincial supports and BC’s Restart Plan, visit gov.bc.ca/covid19, call 1-888-COVID-19 (1-

888-268-4319) or text 604-630-0300 
• For employer guidelines on returning to work safely, visit WorkSafeBC 
• Take the self-assessment at covid19.thrive.health 
• For seniors looking for additional support, or for those looking to support seniors, call 2-1-1 or 

visit bc211.ca 
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The Bast Placc on Earth

July L4,2020

Andrew Hory
Reglonal Dlstrlct of Mount Waddington
PO Box 729,2044 McNeill Road

Port McNeill, BC, VON 2R0

Re: lntersectlon of Hlghway 19 and Englewood Drlve, Woss

Dear Andrew,

Thank you for your letter regarding safety concerns related to the use of the South bound rlght-
hand turn lane at the intersectlon of Highway 19 and Englewood Drlve, Woss.

I have had our Distrlct Engineer, Susan Randle, revlew thls concern and make recommendations
for safety improvements at thls locatlon.

As a result, I have submitted a sign installation request to Malnroad North lsland Contractlng
which meets our provincial signage lnstallatlon standards and will notify drlvers that there is no
parking/stopplng wlthln thls rlght turn ln lane at this location. You can expect to see these signs
lnstalled ln the upcoming weeks.

I appreciate you brlnging thls to the Min¡stry's attention.

Slncerely,

/M4,
Morganne Franssen
Area Manager, Roads

Mlnlstry of Transportatlon and lnfrastructure

Minietry of
Traneportation and
Infraeructure

Vancouvcr I¡lnnd l)istrict
South Coast Rcgion

Mriling Áddrcnc
550 Comox Rord
Courtcn¡y, ll(:, V9N 3P6

'l'clophonc: 250 3t+697 I
Itox: 250 33,11291

rvrvrv,gov.bc.ca/trnn

RD File No: 300.01/324.01/410.23/8300.01
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From: avicc@ubcm.ca <avicc@ubcm.ca>  
Sent: July 27, 2020 10:13 AM 
To: AVICC <avicc@ubcm.ca> 
Subject: AVICC July 27th Update - AVICC Executive Nomination Report, BC Marine Trails, Southern 
Resident Killer Whales Regulations 
 
Please forward to elected officials, the CAO and Corporate Officer: 
  
1. Nomination Report  
The following members were nominated for a position on the 2020/2021 AVICC Executive by the 
July 22nd deadline.  
 
President – Ian Morrison, Director, Cowichan Valley Regional District (acclaimed) 
1st Vice President – Penny Cote, Director, Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District (acclaimed) 
2nd Vice President – Hazel Braithwaite, Councillor, District of Oak Bay (acclaimed) 
Electoral Area Representative – Vanessa Craig, Director, Regional District of Nanaimo (acclaimed) 
 
Directors at Large (3 to be elected): 

• Colleen Evans, Councillor, City of Campbell River 
• Sarah Fowler, Councillor, Village of Tahsis 
• David Frisch, Councillor, City of Courtenay 
• Mark Gisborne, Director, qathet Regional District 
• Travis Hall, Director, Central Coast Regional District 
• Cindy Solda, Councillor, City of Port Alberni 

 
The President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President and Electoral Area Representative will be 
elected by acclamation at the AGM that will be held on Tuesday, September 22nd from 4:30 to 
5:30 pm. There will be an election for the three available Director at Large positions. Candidate 
biographies and the times for online voting will be sent to members along with information on 
how to vote in September.  
 
Results of the election for the Director at Large positions will be announced during the virtual 
AVICC AGM. Members that wish to attend can select the AVICC AGM as an option when 
registering for the UBCM Convention, and there is no additional registration fee. Information on 
matters to be discussed at the AGM will be sent to members in early September. 
 
2. BC Marine Trails – Code of Conduct – Request for Comment 
BC Marine Trails is a member-based organization with a vision that “the entire B.C. coastline is 
linked through marine routes and land sites for sustainable water-based public recreation.” The 
organization has undertaken a research initiative to understand and evaluate the potential 
impacts of both sustained and short-term recreational use of the British Columbia coast. They 
have developed a proposed Code of Conduct (attached) that sets out the necessary behaviour 
from coastal visitors to achieve environmental sustainability and integrity while visiting the 
British Columbia coast. AVICC members are encouraged to share the proposed Code of Conduct 
with other organizations and to provide their comments to BC Marine Trails by September 1, 
2020. Please send comments to john@bcmarinetrails.org 
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3. Southern Resident Killer Whale Regulations 
The Government of Canada has established 2020 Management Measures to Protect Southern 
Resident Killer Whales. Outreach and education products that provide information on this year’s 
management measures and increase awareness of the rules are being posted on their website 
including: 
  

• 2020 Boating Around Killer Whales poster; 
• 2020 Help Protect Killer Whales brochure; 
• 2020 Gulf Islands Interim Sanctuary Zones postcard; 
• Endangered Southern Resident Killer Whale sign 

 
2020 Southern Resident Killer Whale management measure videos are available now: 

o   Vessel approach distance 
o   Interim Sanctuary Zones 
o   Fishery measures 

 
During the pandemic, please contact the AVICC office by email at avicc@ubcm.ca 
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From: Island Coastal Economic Trust <info@islandcoastaltrust.ca>  
Sent: July 30, 2020 9:59 AM 
To: info@rdmw.bc.ca 
Subject: ARTS AND TOURISM PROJECTS TO RECEIVE LATEST SMALL CAPITAL RESTART FUNDING 
 

 

 
  

   

 
  

 

ARTS AND TOURISM PROJECTS TO 
RECEIVE LATEST SMALL CAPITAL RESTART 

FUNDING  
 

Port McNeill’s Gate House Theatre and Cumberland Lake 
Wilderness Society to launch restart initiatives  

 
COURTENAY, 30 July 2020 – The Gate House Community Association 

and the Cumberland Lake Wilderness Society are the two latest 
organizations to receive funding through the Island Coastal Economic 

Trust (ICET)’s Small Capital Restart Funding Stream. 
  

This new program supports innovative projects that address COVID-
related business restart and sustainability opportunities. Initiatives that 
provide timely solutions to current health and safety related operational 

restrictions and business closures are eligible for up to $15,000 in 
funding.  Since early June, 11 communities throughout the region have 

received funding support, providing unique community-based solutions. 
  

In Port McNeill, the Gate House Theatre will be bringing moveable drive-in 
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theatres to the North Island, including Port McNeill and neighbouring 
communities. ICET funding will be used to purchase the outdoor theatre 

equipment package, which includes a projector, inflatable screen, 
broadcast FM transmitter, webcam and tripod. Movie nights will be 

delivered in partnership with sponsors and local business, also providing 
opportunities for farmers’ markets and local food vendors to sell their 

products. There are ample opportunities to use this technology to deliver 
new, innovative and safe community events, according to Island Health 
safety protocols. Such occasions could include local festivals, drive-in 

concerts or other events in Port McNeill and surrounding areas. 
  

“This new delivery model is an exemplary initiative bringing the arts 
community, business and vendor communities together,” says ICET CEO 

Line Robert. “It also demonstrates the community’s ingenuity and 
support for the viability of the North Island arts scene by showcasing the 

arts in a way that is affordable, self-sustaining and safe.” 
  

The Cumberland Lake Wilderness Society (CLWS) project will address the 
closure of a number of Cumberland Lake Park campground sites due to 

Provincial health and safety requirements by adding new, physically 
distanced, walk-in sites. Six new tent pads and two new common areas 

with fire rings, picnic tables and a metal food cache will be situated a 20-
metre walk into a forested area overlooking Comox Lake. Increasing the 
number of guests at the campground will also support local businesses 

that currently operate at the lake site, as well as other retail and food 
service businesses in the Village. 

  
“This type of pilot project will help diversify and expand camping 

opportunities by increasing alternative revenue streams, while 
encouraging low-impact camping and travel methods,” says ICET Board 

Chair Josie Osborne. “On a larger scale, adding accommodation in 
Cumberland is key to ensuring the Village fully captures the additional 
benefits that overnight visitors can generate for the local economy.” 

  
Both projects are set to get underway in the coming days. 

  
For more information about the Small Capital Restart Funding, please see 
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our guidelines and application form. 
  

About the Island Coastal Economic Trust (ICET) 

Created and capitalized by the Province of BC in 2006, the Island Coastal 

Economic Trust (ICET) mission is to create a more diverse and globally 

competitive Island and Coastal economy. In partnership with local and regional 

governments, non-profits and indigenous communities, ICET serves nearly half 

a million residents. Funding and support for economic infrastructure and other 

economic diversification initiatives is delivered through a unique community 

centered decision-making process. Since inception, ICET has approved more 

than $52 million in funding for over 200 initiatives. These investments have 

leveraged over $270 million in new investment into the region creating more 

than 2500 construction phase jobs and 2650 long term permanent jobs.   

 

For further information: 
Amanda Fortier, Communications Officer 

Island Coastal Economic Trust 

Tel. 250-871-7797 

 

Follow ICET on Facebook and Twitter. 

  

  

 
  

 

Copyright © Island Coastal Economic Trust, All rights reserved. 
Our mailing address is: 

#108 - 501 4th Street 

Courtenay, BC V9N 1H3 

Want to change how you receive these emails?You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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Dear the Regional District of Mt. Waddington Board of Directors   July 24/2020 

I am excited to inform you that Strathcona Regional District, in partnership with the 

Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k:tles7et’h’ First Nations and Nuchatlaht First Nation are undertaking a high-

resolution tsunami modelling project for the northwest coast of Vancouver Island from Yuquot / 

Muchalaht Inlet to Cape Scott Provincial Park. I would like to thank the RDMW for providing a 

letter of support for our UBCM 2020 Flood Planning grant application, which is funding this 

project. 

The contract for this project has been awarded to Northwest Hydraulic Consultants in 

partnership with Ocean Networks Canada.  

To date there are no high-resolution, data-based models for many sites on the northwest coast 

of Vancouver Island that are considered highly vulnerable to tsunamis and from both a planning 

and impact assessment perspective, this lack of data has limited the ability of public and private 

entities to prepare science based tsunami emergency plans. High quality modelling is essential 

for accurate understanding of tsunami risk as well as community planning.  

Four tsunami scenarios will be modeled:  

1. Cascadia Subduction Zone – present-day sea level rise conditions. 

2. Alaska-Aleutian Subduction Zone – present-day sea level rise conditions. 

3. Cascadia Subduction Zone – extreme year 2100 sea level rise conditions. 

4. Alaska-Aleutian Subduction Zone – extreme year 2100 sea level rise conditions. 

Community input, Indigenous knowledge and tsunami modelling will be combined through a 

three-step risk assessment process.  

What will the Regional District of Mt. Waddington receive from this project? 

• Detailed scaled tsunami inundation maps (see example on pages 2-3); 

• Tsunami vulnerability analysis; 

• Risk assessment information template;  

• Evacuation procedure recommendations; 

• Suggested tsunami mitigation measures; and 

• Community-specific public education materials. 

The Strathcona Regional District will be provided with a digital GIS layer so that tsunami model 

is available for the public to access. 

I look forward to working on this project with the continued support from the Regional District of 

Mt. Waddington. 

Sincerely, 

Michele Babchuk 

Chair – Strathcona Regional District  /  mbabchuk@srd.ca 
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Appendix 1: Example of tsunami inundation maps from the District of Tofino 
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Appendix 2: List of Project Communities  

Project Communities 

i. Strathcona Regional District (project coordinator) 

ii. Ka:'yu:'k't'h'/Che:k:tles7et'h' First Nation First Nation (project partner) 

iii. Nuchatlaht First Nation (project partner) 

iv. BC Parks (Including non-provincial parks Grant Bay and Palmerston Bay) 

v. Ehattesaht First Nation 

vi. Mowachaht / Muchalaht First Nation 

vii. Mt. Waddington Regional District 

viii. Quatsino First Nation 

ix. Village of Gold River 

x. Village of Port Alice 

xi. Village of Tahsis 

xii. Village of Zeballos 
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District of Port Hardy M7360 Columbia Street r PO Box 68
Port Hardy BC VON 2P0 Canada

Telephone: (250) 949-6665 0 Fax (250) 949-7433
Ema il : genera l@ portha rdy.ca o www. portha rdy.ca

Regionat Obtritf Mt tlfeddirrgton

?. ,)

luly 17,2020 File No: Misc. 0400-80

Andrew Hory, Chair
Mount Waddington Regional Hospital District
PO Box 729
Porl McNeill, BC
VON 2RO

Re: Rcduction in Out-patient Laboratory Services at the Port Hardy Hospital.

Dear Chair l'|ory,

At the July l4tl' Council meeting, the District of Port Hardy Council was advised of a recent reduction in
weekend out-patient laboratory services at the Port Hardy l{ospital due to the COVID-19 pandernic response.
The ability for Nofth Island residents to access health care services is a shared concem of Council. We recognize
that a temporary service reduction may pose potential long-terrn implications to the residents and North Island
communities should those services not be restored in the near future.

We have addressed a letter to Island l-lealth outlining our concerns and are requesting consideration for the
reinstate¡nent of the weekend out-patient laboratory services to return to the regular service levels.

Your support of our efforts to have this matter resolved and the weekend service be reinstated as soon as possible
is appreciated,

Sincerely,
The District of Port Hardy

Mayor Dennis Dugas

Claire Trevena, MLA
Mr. & Mrs. Kernachan

cc

RD File No: 300.01/340.03/501.01
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Town of Port McNeill  Town Office: (250) 956-3111 
  P.O. Box 728             Fax: (250) 956-4300 

     Port McNeill, B.C. V0N 2R0  reception@portmcneill.ca  

   

        

 

 

 
July 28, 2020 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Town of Port McNeill is located in the Regional District of Mount Waddington (RDMW). Our 
town has around 2,000 residents and includes a BC Ferries terminal that services the 
communities of ‘Namgis First Nation, the Village of Alert Bay, and Sointula. Our economy is 
strongly connected to forestry, mining, fishing, and tourism.  

Half of the residents in our community have identified that household energy costs are a major 
concern. More than 80% of our residents have not participated in BC Hydro energy efficiency 
programs even though two thirds are interested in these programs and are planning to make 
energy efficiency upgrades to their homes. Single detached homes in our community are 
especially being negatively impacted by BC Hydro’s tiered pricing structure.  

The Town of Port McNeill supports the RMDW’s application to the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities Green Municipal Fund as many residents in our community will be looking to 
reduce their energy costs. The high cost and complexity of contractors servicing our community 
is currently prohibiting residents from being able to take advantage of programs to reduce their 
costs. Bringing resources into our community will help our residents make improvements to their 
homes and reduce their energy costs. If the RDMW is successful in securing resources through 
the Green Municipal fund, it could have very positive impacts in Port McNeill.    
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 
Gaby Wickstrom 
Mayor 
Port McNeill 
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      MEDIA RELEASE 
July 22, 2020 

 
The Regional District has been thinking a lot about our garbage lately. 

 

The Regional District of Mount Waddington has drafted an Interim Solid Waste Management Plan that 
proposes how we will reduce, reuse, recycle, compost and dispose of our garbage across the region. 

 
Earlier this year, the Regional District surveyed the community to get an idea of what was important in 
regards to handling our solid waste for the future. Patrick Donaghy, Operations Manager for RDMW 
says the Regional District took that early input and used it to help generate ideas for how we want to 
develop our solid waste management system on the North Island.  

 
“Over the past decade, we’ve made huge improvements to our solid waste management system by 
closing down old dumps, building transfer stations and creating a modern, regional landfill.  We’ve also 
seen a broad range of recycling services introduced across the region. We hope to build on all these 
successes.” says Donaghy.  
 
The focus of this interim plan is the long-term use of the 7 Mile Landfill and Recycling Centre.  This 
centre is the cornerstone of our waste management system in the North Island, says Donaghy. It 
provides a regional landfill, a consolidation point for take-back programs for things like lightbulbs, TVs 
and paint. It’s also a recycling processing facility, and a composting facility for wood waste, yard waste 
and biosolids. In other words, it plays a critical role in the region’s waste diversion system as well as 
being a disposal facility.   
 
In the draft plan, the Regional District identifies a need to access additional land located adjacent to the 
landfill from the Province in order for all of the above activities to continue long into the future.  The 
ability to use the land will require consultation with the Kwakiutl First Nation as part of the tenure 
submission process to the Province.  Should the process be successful, the RDMW intends to prepare a 
long-term plan for solid waste management in the region which will look at how we can expand recycling 
and composting activities.  Hence this current draft plan is an interim plan until the future of 7Mile can be 
better defined. 
 

 
 
 

 
Regional District of Mount Waddington 
PO Box 729, 2044 McNeill Road 
Port McNeill, BC, V0N 2R0 
Tel: 250-956-3301 • 
 Email: info@rdffg.bc.ca 

www.rdmw.bc.ca 
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PAGE 2 
 

 

 
The draft interim plan also proposes more activities to promote individual responsibility for waste 
reduction and reuse.  “We want to get people thinking about their role in reducing the amount of waste 
sent to landfill.  We also hope to have workshops on how to repair things, promote reuse, encourage 
responsible backyard composting, and other campaigns to help us reconsider our options before we 
throw things out.” says Donaghy. 
 
Donaghy adds that one of the things that was mentioned the most in the survey we did earlier this year 
was food waste collection.  The draft plan proposes that the RDMW work with member municipalities 
and interested First Nations to prepare food waste diversion strategy.  Additionally, the plan proposes 
that the RDMW work with the municipalities to look at collection services to see how to most efficiently 
provide these services in the future, particularly if food waste collection happens in some parts of the 
region in the future. 
 
The plan’s recommendations were developed over the past year with input from a broad range of 
government, First Nation and business stakeholders. Donaghy says the next step is to get feedback on 
the recommendations from the community, and the Regional District is asking residents to complete a 
questionnaire, which is available on-line at www.rdmw.bc.ca , with paper copies available at transfer 
stations and the landfill.  As a bonus for filling out the questionnaire, the Regional District is offering all 
participants the opportunity to enter a draw for a $50 gift certificate to a local retailer or restaurant of your 
choice. The survey will be open until August 30th. 

 
A Zoom session on the draft Interim Plan is scheduled for July 30 at 5:00 PM and anyone is welcome to 
participate, though there is a cap of up to 100 people being able to join the live session.  During the 
hour-long session, there will be an opportunity for participants to ask questions and provide feedback.  
The Zoom session will be taped for those who missing the initial live session and answers can be 
submitted by email up until August 30.  Log-in details and other information are on the Regional District’s 
website at http://www.rdmw.bc.ca/. 
 
The Regional District will also be meeting with each municipal council and some First Nations if 
requested to present the draft recommendations and get their feedback before finalizing the Plan.  
 
You can learn more about the draft plan, read it in its entirety or just the 2 page summary, on the 
RDMW’s webpage.  You can also access the questionnaire through their webpage. 
 

-30- 
 
 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS: 
 
Patrick Donaghy 
Operations Manager 
(250)956-3301 
 
Greg Fletcher 
Chief Administrative Officer 
(250)956-3301 
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Coal Harbour
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Average Monthly Revenue 2018 2019 2020
July $5,884 $7,900 $4,138
Annual $71,025 $66,786 $38,987
Change 7.7% -6.0% -41.6%
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Mount Waddington Transit Revenue Trends
2020
Revenue Source Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Farebox $2,681 $2,372 $1,296 $281 $0 $2,169 $2,426 $19,244

Ticket Sales $1,008 $819 $0 $0 $0 $84 $0 $3,276

Pass Sales $538 $940 $470 $240 $0 $397 $496 $5,278

BC Bus Passes $1,216 $1,268 $1,399 $0 $0 $1,427 $1,216 $11,189

Total $5,442 $5,399 $3,165 $521 $0 $4,077 $4,138 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $38,987
*estimate/average Cash and passes were sold in March, but returned after cutoff date for March Reports -41.6%

No collection of fares (COVID-19) from March 21 - May 31 Projected
2019
Revenue Source Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Farebox $3,017 $2,814 $2,922 $3,154 $3,115 $2,841 $3,385 $3,027 $2,456 $2,866 $2,827 $2,577 $35,002

Ticket Sales $32 $1,780 $84 $432 $2,879 $189 $262 $52 $53 $63 $126 $568 $6,518

Pass Sales $746 $1,142 $1,054 $976 $538 $913 $834 $674 $417 $736 $532 $866 $9,426

BC Bus Passes $1,083 $1,186 $1,265 $1,265 $1,369 $1,370 $1,344 $1,345 $1,345 $1,397 $1,448 $1,424 $15,840

Total $4,878 $6,922 $5,324 $5,826 $7,900 $5,313 $5,825 $5,097 $4,270 $5,062 $4,933 $5,435 $66,786
*estimate/average -6.0%

2018
Revenue Source Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Farebox $3,096 $2,449 $2,977 $3,071 $3,700 $2,896 $3,591 $3,373 $3,063 $2,447 $3,950 $2,901 $37,513
Ticket Sales $746 $152 $558 $1,353 $158 $504 $158 $1,568 $158 $945 $814 $1,717 $8,827
Pass Sales $1,107 $934 $1,215 $1,028 $947 $919 $998 $1,036 $674 $971 $872 $924 $11,622
BC Bus Passes $864 $982 $1,027 $1,027 $1,079 $1,080 $1,133 $1,158 $1,184 $1,185 $1,185 $1,159 $13,063
Total $5,812 $4,517 $5,777 $6,479 $5,884 $5,399 $5,879 $7,135 $5,078 $5,547 $6,820 $6,700 $71,025

*'Namgis First Nation & Rexall purchased books of tickets - prorated for balance of the year. 7.7%

*adjusted to remove "farebox ticket sales"
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Average Passengers per Month: 2018 2019 2020
July 2390 2325 1853
Annual 27404 27639 20311
Change 2% 1% -27% Projected
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Mount Waddington Transit Ridership Trends

2020 January February March April May June July August September October November December 2020 Projected
Route 1 to Port McNeill 486 421 400 171 212 273 305 3888
Route 1 Saturdays 0 0 0 7 8 17 8 69
Route 2 to Port Hardy 519 425 342 135 190 230 325 3713
Route 2 Saturdays 0 0 0 5 7 4 15 53
Route 4-Ft Rupert 368 361 299 218 253 310 400 3787
Route 4-Airport Extension 7 8 4 0 0 0 0 33
Route 5-Coal Harbour/Quatsino 515 484 440 244 261 386 488 4831
Route 5-Coal Harbour Saturdays 34 38 25 24 35 24 51 396
Route 6-Woss/Mount Cain 42 59 32 -          -           -         -          228
Route 11-PH Local 186 181 144 50 87 85 129 1478
Route 12-PM Local 211 178 151 129 106 117 132 1755
HandyDART-PH 4 10 6 0 4 0 0 41
HandyDART-PM 11 8 4 0 0 0 0 39
2020 Monthly Total 2383 2173 1847 983 1163 1446 1853 0 0 0 0 0 20311

2019 January February March April May June July August September October November December 2019 Total
Route 1 to Port McNeill 460 395 444 452 480 421 504 445 399 514 482 409 5405
Route 1 Saturdays 0 0 0 18 15 17 6 21 23 18 23 0 141
Route 2 to Port Hardy 480 410 494 477 466 432 469 470 405 496 474 432 5505
Route 2 Saturdays 0 0 0 32 20 17 13 12 19 21 16 150
Route 4-Ft Rupert 411 355 380 407 354 366 371 325 335 252 231 417 4204
Route 4-Airport Extension 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 29 139 107 15 290
Route 5-Coal Harbour/Quatsino 603 490 518 568 702 644 650 556 473 567 496 500 6767
Route 5-Coal Harbour Saturdays 23 25 35 32 54 62 49 48 44 38 32 37 479
Route 6-Woss/Mount Cain 56 50 43 -          -           -         -          -                  0 -               48 197
Route 11-PH Local 169 161 146 173 178 161 161 145 151 181 146 165 1937
Route 12-PM Local 205 191 207 203 204 188 202 212 187 251 174 164 2388
HandyDART-PH 4 5 4 1 8 8 11 8 10 12 13 2 86
HandyDART-PM 5 4 4 6 13 9 9 9 8 10 8 5 90
2019 Monthly Total 2416 2086 2275 2369 2494 2325 2445 2251 2083 2499 2202 2194 27639

2018 January February March April May June July August September October November December Route Total
Route 1 to Port McNeill 503 396 472 437 516 494 503 578 464 516 475 371 5725
Route 1 Saturdays 0 0 6 9 14 23 20 29 30 29 11 8 179
Route 2 to Port Hardy 477 391 449 407 474 465 494 550 458 513 467 392 5537
Route 2 Saturdays 0 0 4 24 12 18 22 23 24 24 7 8 166
Route 4-Ft Rupert 435 457 465 430 547 518 389 415 388 360 459 376 5239
Route 5-Coal Harbour/Quatsino 402 421 528 536 556 496 512 562 457 642 566 502 6180
Route 5-Coal Harbour Saturdays 35 25 52 12 33 53 41 21 29 15 9 36 361
Route 6-Woss/Mount Cain 49 5 9 -          -           -         -          -          -                  -            -               15 78
Route 11-PH Local 265 208 181 134 139 133 119 111 158 266 159 142 2015
Route 12-PM Local 161 157 164 147 192 183 150 74 142 185 185 126 1866
HandyDART-PH 0 3 4 2 0 4 3 5 4 3 3 1 32
HandyDART-PM 2 2 1 3 3 3 2 2 2 1 3 2 26

2018 Monthly Total 2329 2065 2335 2141 2486 2390 2255 2370 2156 2554 2344 1979 2740442



2020 Volunteer Transportation Network/HandyDart Trip Summary

  
VTN

T C T C T C T C T C T C T C AM PM AM PM
January 43 88 4 7 7 12 32 0 0 1 1 3 25 10 10 10 13 3 1 9 2
February 51 95 4 6 6 13 32 0 0 0 0 7 29 13 13 12 15 7 3 5 3
March 31 78 3 5 5 9 25 0 0 1 1 7 33 0 0 9 14 4 2 2 2
April 18 41 0 1 1 4 4 0 0 0 0 4 24 0 0 9 12 0 0 0 0

May 19 39 0 1 1 5 5 0 0 0 0 5 25 0 0 8 8 2 2 0 0
June 18 43 0 1 1 5 5 0 0 0 0 4 29 1 1 7 7 0 0 0 0
July 26 47 1 0 0 6 6 0 0 0 0 7 25 0 0 13 16 0 0 0 0
August
September
October
November
December
TOTAL 206 431 12 21 21 54 109 0 0 2 2 37 190 24 24 68 85 16 8 16 7 0
Riders/trip 2.1 1.0 2.0 0.0 1.0 5.1 1.0 1.3
Projected 494 1034 29 50 50 130 262 0 0 5 5 89 456 58 58 163 204 38 19 38 17 0
Change 3% 17% -39% -40% -41% -21% -18% ~ ~ 60% 20% -9% 46% 260% 260% 51% 48% -25% -45% -37% -42% 0%

HandyDART
Port Hardy Port McNeill Alert Bay Malcolm Island Woss Fort Rupert Port Alice Port Hardy Port McNeill

Month Total Trips
Total 

Clients
Lift Van

Community - Trips (T) /Clients (C)
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MONTH 7

MATERIALS MANAGED IN THE LANDFILL 
AREA - TONNES

July 1 to July 

30 (2020)

2020 UP TO 

July 30, 2020

PRO-RATED 

ANNUAL 

PROJECTION  

BUDGET ANNUAL 

PROJECTION

VARIANCE % WASTE 

STREAM 

LANDFILL 713.21 3999.21 6856 7000 -2.1% 62%

GENERAL REFUSE FROM BELLA BELLA 41.07 206.45 354 464 -23.7% 3%

GENERAL REFUSE FROM KLEMTU 3.03 78.39 134 136 -1.2% 1%

OTHER MATERIAL LANDFILLED FROM OUTSIDE OF 

RDMW 0.18 0.18 0 100 0%

FEE EXEMPT PUBLIC CLEANUP (NOT ACCOUNTED IN 
LANDFILL TONNAGE ) 0.26 3.84 6.58 100 -93.4% 0%

TOTAL AMOUNT SENT TO ACTIVE LANDFILL FACE 757.75 4288.07 7350.97 7800.00
RECYCLABLES AND STEWARDSHIP MATERIALS 

DIVERTED AT LANDFILL FACE 0.00 0.00 0 50 -100.0% 0%

WOODWASTE DIVERTED AT LANDFILL FACE 5.31 28.37 49 200 -75.7% 0%

METAL DIVERTED AT LANDFILL FACE 2.21 21.93 38 50 -24.8% 0%

OTHER MATERIALS DIVERTED AT LANDFILL 0.89 20.29 35 200 -82.6% 0%

TOTAL AMOUNT OF MATERIAL DIVERTED AT THE 

ACTIVE LANDFILL FACE 8.41 70.59 121.01 500.00 -75.8%

TOTAL AMOUNT ACTUALLY LANDFILLED 749.34 4217.48 7229.96 7300.00 -1.0%

MATERIALS DIVERTED FROM THE LANDFILL - TONNES
TOTAL AMOUNT OF MATERIAL DIVERTED AT THE 

ACTIVE LANDFILL FACE 8.41 70.59 121 500 -75.8% 1%

OUTBOUND METAL 7.66 7.66 13 150 -91.2% 0%

SALVAGED MATERIALS 0.31 2.02 3 5 -30.9% 0%

CREOSOTE LOGS 0.00 0.00 0 5 -100.0% 0%

PAPER/WAX CARDBOARD - COMPOSTABLE 0.00 0.00 0 250 -100.0% 0%

WOODWASTE FOR CHIPPING AT $25/TONNE 90.62 664.60 1139 500 127.9% 10%

COMPOSTABLE MATERIALS 156.36 1086.29 1862 1100 69.3% 17%

FINE GARDEN WASTE (NO CHARGE) 0.00 0.00 0 100 -100.0% 0%

RECYCLED MATERIALS 10.65 101.23 174 700 -75.2% 2%

ASPHALT SHINGLES 41.97 66.49 114 75 52.0% 1%

ASBESTOS TO ASBESTOS DISPOSAL AREA 12.67 24.42 42 100 -58.1% 0%

MMBC MATERIAL 40.92 180.58 310 300 3.2% 3%

TOTAL DIVERTED 274.01 2203.88 3778.08 3785.00 -0.2% 34%

TOTAL TONNAGE MANAGED AT 7 MILE LANDFILL 1023.34 6421.36 11008.04 11085.00 35.4%

OTHER MATERIALS: ADDITIONAL TO 
LANDFILL - TONNES

July 1 to July 

31 (2020)

2020 UP TO 

July 31, 2020

ANNUAL 

PROJECTION     

PRO-RATED 

FROM ACTUALS

BUDGET 

PROJECTION

VARIANCE % WASTE 

STREAM

SOIL FOR REMEDIATION 0.00 0.00 0 100 -100.0% #DIV/0!

SOIL FOR DIRECT DEPOSIT 0.00 0.00 0 100 -100.0% #DIV/0!

TOTAL IMPORTED FILL 0.00 0.00 0.00 200.00 -100.0% #DIV/0!

7-MILE LANDFILL MONTHLY TONNAGE SUMMARY FOR July 2020
PROJECTIONS NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
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	2020 07 24 Claire Trevena - wkly update.pdf
	From: Trevena.MLA, Claire <Claire.Trevena.MLA@leg.bc.ca>  Sent: July 24, 2020 10:34 AM To: Trevena.MLA, Claire <Claire.Trevena.MLA@leg.bc.ca> Subject: Covid-19 update July 24

	2020 07 27 AVICC July 27th Update - AVICC Executive Nomination Report BC Marine Trails Southern Resident Killer Whales Regulations.msg.pdf
	From: avicc@ubcm.ca <avicc@ubcm.ca>  Sent: July 27, 2020 10:13 AM To: AVICC <avicc@ubcm.ca> Subject: AVICC July 27th Update - AVICC Executive Nomination Report, BC Marine Trails, Southern Resident Killer Whales Regulations

	2020 07 30 ICET - Port McNeill Gatehouse Theatre.pdf
	From: Island Coastal Economic Trust <info@islandcoastaltrust.ca>  Sent: July 30, 2020 9:59 AM To: info@rdmw.bc.ca Subject: ARTS AND TOURISM PROJECTS TO RECEIVE LATEST SMALL CAPITAL RESTART FUNDING
	ARTS AND TOURISM PROJECTS TO RECEIVE LATEST SMALL CAPITAL RESTART FUNDING Port McNeill’s Gate House Theatre and Cumberland Lake Wilderness Society to launch restart initiatives 
	COURTENAY, 30 July 2020 – The Gate House Community Association and the Cumberland Lake Wilderness Society are the two latest organizations to receive funding through the Island Coastal Economic Trust (ICET)’s Small Capital Restart Funding Stream. This new program supports innovative projects that address COVID-related business restart and sustainability opportunities. Initiatives that provide timely solutions to current health and safety related operational restrictions and business closures are eligible for up to $15,000 in funding.  Since early June, 11 communities throughout the region have received funding support, providing unique community-based solutions. In Port McNeill, the Gate House Theatre will be bringing moveable drive-in theatres to the North Island, including Port McNeill and neighbouring communities. ICET funding will be used to purchase the outdoor theatre equipment package, which includes a projector, inflatable screen, broadcast FM transmitter, webcam and tripod. Movie nights will be delivered in partnership with sponsors and local business, also providing opportunities for farmers’ markets and local food vendors to sell their products. There are ample opportunities to use this technology to deliver new, innovative and safe community events, according to Island Health safety protocols. Such occasions could include local festivals, drive-in concerts or other events in Port McNeill and surrounding areas. “This new delivery model is an exemplary initiative bringing the arts community, business and vendor communities together,” says ICET CEO Line Robert. “It also demonstrates the community’s ingenuity and support for the viability of the North Island arts scene by showcasing the arts in a way that is affordable, self-sustaining and safe.” The Cumberland Lake Wilderness Society (CLWS) project will address the closure of a number of Cumberland Lake Park campground sites due to Provincial health and safety requirements by adding new, physically distanced, walk-in sites. Six new tent pads and two new common areas with fire rings, picnic tables and a metal food cache will be situated a 20-metre walk into a forested area overlooking Comox Lake. Increasing the number of guests at the campground will also support local businesses that currently operate at the lake site, as well as other retail and food service businesses in the Village. “This type of pilot project will help diversify and expand camping opportunities by increasing alternative revenue streams, while encouraging low-impact camping and travel methods,” says ICET Board Chair Josie Osborne. “On a larger scale, adding accommodation in Cumberland is key to ensuring the Village fully captures the additional benefits that overnight visitors can generate for the local economy.” Both projects are set to get underway in the coming days. For more information about the Small Capital Restart Funding, please see our guidelines and application form. 
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